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Blue Hills Regional District School Committee
Sixtieth District Committee

District School Committee Meeting
February 25, 2025
Approved Meeting Minutes

A. Pledge of Allegiance
B. Call to Order: Time: 7:03 PM

Members in Attendance: Carl Walker — Avon, Eric Erskine — Braintree, Mark Driscoll (Vice
Chair) — Canton, Taryn Mohan (Secretary) — Holbrook, Marybeth Joyce - Milton, Kevin Connolly
(Chair) — Norwood, Karen Graves — Randolph, Sheila Vazquez — Westwood, and Chuck Gisondi —
DSC Treasurer

Members not in Attendance: Tom Polito — Dedham

Administration in Attendance: Jill Rossetti — Superintendent-Director, Jill Brilhante — Business
Manager, and Geoff Zini — Principal, Ed Catabia — Athletic Director

C. Public Comment: None

D. Student Representative Report: Kabirah Azeez
Kabirah introduced herself and began her presentation, describing activities having taken place this
month as well as those that will happen soon. She spoke about Entrepreneurship Week and sports
highlights - including the girls’ and boys’ basketball teams (both doing great with winning
seasons), and the Cheer Team. Kabirah then closed her presentation discussing the scheduled
online fundraisers.

E. Executive Session (one of two sessions) 7:10 — 7:25 PM
Roll Call Vote: Vote is unanimous by those members in attendance.

BACK TO GENERAL MEETING at 7:25 PM

F. Winter Sports Report: Ed Catabia
Mr. Catabia spoke about the great seasons everyone had in winter sports this year, noting that the
girls’ basketball team just won their game this evening (69 to 42) and will move forward in the
tournament. The Boys’ basketball team is also playing very well, but must win their game this
week to move on. The Hockey team is young. They worked very hard this year, and it will be fun
to watch them next year. The Swim team had a wonderful season, breaking the school record in the
200 Freestyle Relay. He stated that the coaches, student athletes, and ground maintenance crew all
worked hard. The sports sites were always clean and ready for use.

Mr. Catabia ended his presentation by handing out the current spring sports schedule with the
caveat that this is not just subject to change, it most certainly will change. Pay attention to the
weekly updates.



G. Superintendent’s Report: Jill Rossetti
- Update, Superintendent-Director Goals
The Superintendent briefly reviewed her progress (to date) on her annual goals. She reminded the
Committee that this is midyear, and she is on target for meeting all.

- Donations /Decommissioned Items (Vote Requested) (See Report)

Donation: to HVAC: ABCO has tools they would like to donate. The program would like them
and could use them. (Approval Requested)

Motion to approve the ABCO donation: Mark Driscoll, Canton

Second: Taryn Mohan, Holbrook

Discussion: None

Vote: Motion to approve the ABCO donation carried unanimously by those members in
attendance.

Decommission: We are requesting that the following IT items be decommissioned: 104 Wireless
Access Points, 61 iMac Desktops, and 52 Printers. (Vote Requested)

Motion to approve the decommission of I'T items listed: Mark Driscoll, Canton

Second: Karen Graves, Randolph

Discussion: None

Vote: Motion to approve the decommission of the IT items listed carries unanimously by those
members in attendance

- Vocational Admissions Update (See Report)
Ms. Rossetti let the Committee know that BESE changes to the vocational school admissions
process are imminent. The most troubling change is the lottery system the BESE is presenting at
this time. Ms. Rossetti went on to discuss her concerns and the advocacy needed as we move
forward.

H. Business Manager Report: Jill Brilhante (See Report)
- Review of 2026 proposed Expense and Salary Budgets (Tentative Approval/Vote)

Prior to reviewing the budget material sent to the Committee before this meeting, Ms. Brilhante
reviewed what would be addressed. This includes the budget timeline, Expense Drivers, and
where money is coming from. She then reviewed the budget line series and answered questions
throughout. Concluding her presentation, she reviewed the assessments assigned to district towns
and DESE Chapter 70. The Vice Chair stated that the Superintendent and the Business Manager
have done a commendable job.

Motion to approve the proposed 25-26 budget: Taryn Mohan, Holbrook

Second: Marybeth Joyce, Milton

Discussion: None

Vote: (Roll Call) Motion to approve the 25-26 Budget passes unanimously by those members in
attendance.



- The Business Manager then stated that our annual Audit was being held up by the BH Retirement
Board. She is concerned because the Audit is necessary to complete other annual reports. Mr.
Gisondi said that this was not the case any longer. The problem was due to communication issues
and, as of this afternoon, the Auditors have the material requested from the Retirement Board.
Ms. Rossetti then replied that she would accept Mr. Gisondi’s statement as truth, however, she
will confirm this information as it differs from the information she received via email this
afternoon. Mr. Gisondi replied that as of 3:00 this afternoon, the auditing firm had the
outstanding items. The Chair then made it clear that he expected this issue to be resolved.

Treasurer’s Report and Warrant: Chuck Gisondi

Vote Required for the following Warrants:
Warrant # 13 for $ 1,341,936.71 Voucher number(s) 1061-1062
Warrant # 14 for $ 1,329,349.75 Voucher number(s) through 1071

Motion to approve Warrants 13 and 14: Mark Driscoll, Canton

Second: Karen Graves, Randolph

Discussion: None

Vote: Motion to approve Warrant numbers 13 and 14 carries unanimously by those members in
attendance.

OPEB update: Mr Gisondi informed the Committee that as of January 31, 2025, the OPEB Fund
investment has a net value of $49. 94. Reflecting a $59 loss. It is important to note that this date is
catching a downside of the market.

The PRIM fund generated a net return of 10.7%.

. Minutes Approval: (Vote Required)
January 21, 2025

Motion to approve the January 21, 2025 meeting minutes: Eric Erskine, Braintree
Second: Mark Driscoll, Canton

Discussion: None

Vote: Motion to approve the January 21, 2025 meeting minutes passes unanimously by those
members in attendance.

. DSC Chair Report: Kevin Connolly, Norwood

- The DSC will host the “Special Budget Meeting” on March 18, 205 at 7:00 PM. John Guilfoil
PR will publicize the Hearing before the scheduled meeting in the District towns. The regular
DSC meeting will follow the Public Hearing.

- Re-organization: New Chair for the Policy Sub-Committee: Marybeth Joyce, Milton.

- SEIU Maintenance/ Custodian MOA (Executive Session)

. DSC Sub-Committee Reports: (See Report)
- Policy Sub-Committee: New Sub-Committee Chair: Marybeth Joyce, Milton.



N.

The sub-committee reviewed policy changes made to address MCAS Competency
Determination, and after some discussion, agreed to bring to the full committee with a
recommendation to approve the changes.

Motion to approve the changes as described: Eric Erskine, Braintree

Second: Mark Driscoll, Canton

Discussion: None

Vote: Motion to approve the recommended changes described in the MCAS Competency
determination document carries unanimously by those members in attendance.

- Curriculum Sub-Committee: Karen Graves, Randolph

- Ms. Graves provided a brief and positive update about the Advisory Board Meeting that was held
just prior to this meeting. She stated that nine of the BH vocational programs presented at today’s
meeting. The presentations were all informative, highlighting student achievement, and well
done. She also stated that they were able to sample the Culinary program’s abilities as they
prepared the food that was served.

. Administration Reports:

1. Principal’s Report: Geoff Zini
- MCAS Competency determination update (See Policy Sub-Committee notes)

Executive Session: Yes (Second time this evening) 8:35 PM

The District School Committee may vote to go into executive session pursuant to M.G.L. ch. 30A,
section 21 (a)(3) which permits a public body to go into executive session to discuss strategy with
respect to collective bargaining or litigation if an open meeting may have a detrimental effect on the
bargaining or litigation position of the public body and the chair declares.

The Committee will go into Executive Session and will adjourn from there.

Roll Call Vote: The vote to end the General meeting and enter into executive session carries
unanimously by those members in attendance.

0.

Future Business:
The next DSC meeting will host its Special Hearing before the regular DSC Meeting on Tuesday,
March 18, 2025.

Adjournment: 8:35 PM (see above for roll call vote)

Minutes Prepared by: Pamela Donnellan, Administrative Secretary to the Superintendent-Director
and the DSC Recording Secretary

Minutes approved by the DSC on: Tuesday, March 18, 2025
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